On behalf of the WUJS Israel Hadassah program I would like to thank MASA for an incredible Sunday evening last month! The Idan Raichel Project concert was not only a night of music and dancing but a night that reminded everyone what being in Israel is all about. It was about unifying as a group and feeling warmth and friendship from a stranger. It was a proud moment for everyone when we walked into the Binyanei HaUma Convention Center and saw the slogan, “Your home away from home” because that is what MASA encompasses. 

Even though the crowd was getting rowdy for the show to begin, the video introduction was the perfect summary of everything each participant went through before arriving in Israel and reminded us that we were brave enough to step out of our comfort zone and take on a challenge. Some of us have graduated from college yet decided to take more classes and intensive Hebrew studies while others postponed beginning college to study or volunteer on a year course program. The time we have dedicated to these programs is not short but it is going by very fast. Thanks to all the 160 different MASA sponsored organizations, we are able to take the time to learn, travel, and experience Israel and all the amazing opportunities this country has to offer. 

The participants on the WUJS Israel Hadassah program are honored and excited to have the support of MASA and their contributors standing behind the WUJS program. With MASA's help, we are able to live, study, dance, sing, and work in an array of fields in both Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv. So thanks again MASA for giving us this opportunity! 

Sincerely,

Allison Spielman

WUJS Intern Tel-Aviv

September '09

